
101 years ago the 
Texas Medical Center (TMC) 
took the first steps toward 
becoming the world’s largest 
medical complex.

Since then, TMC has pioneered medical innovations 
bordering on the impossible. Many of these 
advancements continue to change people’s lives. 
This timeline celebrates a glimpse of milestones and 
breakthroughs, and the profound impact they’ve made 
across the entire spectrum of patient care. 
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The History of Texas Medical Center

1925
Hermann Hospital opens to the 
public and admits its first patient.

1936
Monroe Anderson and trustees 
establish MD Anderson Foundation 
with $300,000.

1942
The University of Texas creates MD 
Anderson Hospital of Cancer and 
Research of The University of Texas, 
the first member institution of TMC.

1950
Leopold Meyer starts building 
a three-story, 106-bed Texas 
Children’s Hospital.

1968
Dr. Denton Cooley performs one of 
the first heart transplants in the U.S. 
at Texas Heart Institute.

1976
Hermann Hospital launches Life 
Flight, the first private hospital air 
ambulance service.

1991
Texas Heart Institute releases 
�first patient in the world �with an 
electric, portable, battery-powered 
heart pump.

1943
The City of Houston provides 134 
acres next to Hermann Hospital to 
establish a hospital district. Baylor 
University College of Medicine 
moves from Dallas to Houston and 
becomes a member of TMC.

1964
Dr. Michael DeBakey performs 
world’s first coronary artery  
bypass procedure at �The  
Methodist Hospital.

1971
Texas Children’s Hospital 
collaborates with NASA to construct 
plastic isolator �bubble for boy born 
with �severe immune disorder.
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2012
Texas Children’s Hospital delivers 
Perkins sextuplets—the only 
surviving sextuplets in Texas— 
at 30 weeks.

2020
MD Anderson Center was the first 
hospital in the Texas Medical Center 
to receive its first COVID-19 vaccine 
shipment on December 14, 2020.

2023
Houston Methodist launches the 
nation’s first dedicated robotic vascular 
surgery program at the DeBakey Heart 
& Vascular Center. Surgeons also 
perform the world’s first single-port 
robotic retroperitoneal adrenalectomy, 
a minimally invasive approach to 
adrenal mass removal.

JUNE 2024
BiVACOR®, in collaboration with The Texas 
Heart Institute, Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center, 
and Baylor College of Medicine, achieved the 
successful first-in-human implantation of its Total 
Artificial Heart (TAH), a revolutionary biventricular 
rotary blood pump using MAGLEV technology, 
offering new hope as a bridge-to-transplant 
solution for severe heart failure patients.

2011
Researchers from Rice University 
and Baylor College of Medicine 
discover a way to grow blood 
vessels and capillaries.

2020
CDC confirms the first U.S. 
laboratory-confirmed case of 
COVID-19 in the United States 
of America.

2023
TMC Helix Park, a 37-acre campus 
featuring the TMC 3 Collaborative 
Building and six parks, officially 
opens as a hub to spark collaboration, 
innovation, and community in the 
world’s largest medical city.

MAY 2024
Dr. Peter Hotez, co-director of the 
Texas Children’s Hospital Center 
for Vaccine Development, has 
been named to the inaugural 2024 
TIME100 Health list, recognizing 100 
individuals shaping global health.

2025
Surgeons at Baylor St. Luke’s 
Medical Center perform the first 
fully robotic heart transplant in 
United States history, removing and 
implanting a donor heart through a 
small incision without opening the 
chest or breaking the sternum.

2018	
Dr. Jim Allison, chair of immunology 
at MD Anderson, received the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine 
for pioneering cancer treatment 
through immune system targeting. 

2014
TMC Innovation Factory opens its 
doors to innovators from around 
the world.


